KING   GEORGE'S   JUBILEE
against her ultimate marriage, to the sovereign, after he had
abdicated. She had been born in Baltimore and had been
married, when she was twenty, to a lieutenant in the United
States Navy. She obtained a divorce from her first husband
in 1925 on the grounds of incompatibility, which is accepted
in America as sufficient reason for closing the contract of
marriage. They had been husband and wife for eight years.
Two years afterwards, she met a shipbroker, Mr. Ernest
Simpson, and some time afterwards, when the marriage which
then engaged him was ended, they were married in London.
This union continued, and Mrs. Simpson's talents eventually
brought her into the society in which she met the Prince of
Wales. Mrs. Simpson always appeared in public with her
husband, and there was no indication of want of happiness
in their relationship. The friendship between the Prince and
Mrs. Simpson nevertheless developed and, during August of
1934, he met her at Biarritz, and afterwards upon the Duke of
Westminster's yacht at Cannes. Later in the year they met
again at Kitzbiihel, the charming little Austrian village which
was made famous through the Prince's patronage. When Mr.
Simpson was not present, an aunt of Mrs. Simpson was usuallly
in attendance. M. C. A. Lyon wrote of Mrs. Simpson in the
Daily Express at the time of King Edward's abdication:
"What was it that appealed to the King?-----What,
in short, charmed him? Mrs. Simpson, first, is a good
hostess. She prefers the drawing-room to the night club.
.... She ranks among the few hostesses in London, per-
haps fewer than a dozen, who have a real and deserved
reputation for good cooking.
"What of her personal appearance?
"When her face is in repose few people would consider
it a particularly beautiful face. But it has character, and
its most notable feature is the fine high forehead-----Her
hands are competent and strong, but her fingers are
short and usually she wears no rings.... She is exceed-
ingly tidy, and has probably never been seen by anyone
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